Introduction
The United States Military Academy (USMA) is required by Federal laws, Executive Orders, and implementing regulations to conduct consultations with Native American tribes under specific circumstances. To support the preparation of a Native American Consultation program at the USMA, it is first necessary to identify the appropriate Indian tribes with whom consultation should take place. 
Archeological Record
Accurately connecting an archeological record to historically recognized tribes is seldom accomplished. A direct correlation exists between elapsed time and identification with tribal names; as the archeological record goes back in time, probable connections quickly diminish to zero. Furthermore, tribal names recorded in historical documents reflect European interpretation, confused spellings, and vested interests. Created tribal names are related to conditions and geographical locations in the period of time when they were assigned to groups of people; they rarely reflect the tribes' world view, long-term relationships to each other, and their earliest roots.
Consequently, major classifications have been devised that deal with early Indian cultures in generalized terms based on diagnostic traits. These classifications with approximate dates include: Paleo-Indian (12,000 -8000 BC), Archaic (8000 -2000 BC), Woodland (2000 BC -1000 AD) and Proto-historic (1000 -1800 AD).
In turn, these major classes or eras are subdivided into early, middle, and late periods with culture names based on locally recognized traits. Dates assigned to periods vary geographically. A classification system is a tool to organize and interpret available data and not a record of events. Consequently, changes are made continually and classifications evolve as more data become available. Applying classification as a tool to the area where the USMA is located provides a framework for attaching and interpreting current data. However, at this time, archeological data specific to the area is limited, with extensive time gaps.
Paleo-Indian Period (12,000 -8000 BC)
The Paleo-Indian Period of the Pleistocene begins with the arrival of man in the Americas. These people were highly mobile, ranged over large areas, and used a range of biota, including now-extinct large mammals. No Paleo-Indian sites have been identified to date at the USMA. However, Paleo-Indian sites have been identified in the Hudson Highlands; two sites are near the USMA. The Dutchess Quarry Cave 1 near Florida in Orange County is 15 miles west of the USMA and the Twin Fields site in Dwaar Kill in Ulster County is 27 miles to the northwest. PaleoIndian groups roamed over large areas to hunt and gather. Most likely they ranged over the USMA land, but these early sites either have not been located or have been destroyed over time.
Archaic Period (8000 -2000 BC)
The beginning of the Archaic Period roughly corresponds to the beginning of the Holocene and a warmer climate. Band-level groups increasingly used foraging strategies and ranged over smaller areas. John Mohawk, Seneca, gives an appropriate description. 2 By about 10,000 years ago, people were organized in groups of perhaps 500 people occupying about 300 square miles, moving from camp to camp, following the food supply through the season.
1 Robert E. Funk, George R. Walters, William F. Ehlers, Jr., John E., Guilday, and G. Gordon Connally, 1969 Tompkins and Laurie DiMaria, 1979 , "Excavations at Muddy Brook Rockshelter, 1975 
Woodland Period (2000 BC -1000 AD)
The Woodland Period began with a climate somewhat colder than the preceding period, but during later phases of the 3000-year period, climatic conditions fluctuated between warmer and cooler. Population increases continued from the previous period with fairly complex societies and exchange networks. Pottery is the critical diagnostic trait used for this period and plant domestication was widespread.
Sites identified near the USMA as Woodland sites, but not more specific, include the Riverbank Rockshelter (Wpt 16) near the town of Fort Montgomery 9 and the Doodletown Rockshelter (Wpt 10) located on Doodletown Brook south of the USMA.
Woodland sites on Constitution Island without more specific identifications are Marine Battery (ICRMP-002.10) and Roman's Battery (ICRMP-002.02).
Early Woodland
Habitation sites in New York and southern New England identified as Early Woodland are very scarce. The Scaccia site has small features and refuse pits and the Nahrwold No.2 site has pits features of refuse deposits. 10 Possibly the Dennis site located near the USMA is from this period. 11 Artifacts and remains suggest that hunting, fishing, and gathering were done by these early small groups. Although there is little definitive information, it has been suggested that habitation sites near large streams and lakes may have been preferred.
Middle Woodland
During this period a hunt/gather strategy was still being used by small groups consisting of kinfolk who moved from one location to another during the year to capitalize on seasonal resources. Funk, 1976. 12 Schrabisch, 1936. 13 Funk, 1976 .
Late Woodland
The Trigger, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC; Fiedel 1987 Fiedel , 1991 Fiedel , 1999 Fiedel , 2001 
Written History on Native Groups
As early as 1630 it was recognized that three great divisions or nations were represented on the Hudson: the Iroquois, Mohicans, and Lenni Lenapes. 19 . Dunn, 1994. 29 Louis Brasser, 1978, "Mahican" 
Mohawk Iroquois
Originally, the Five Nations of New York that comprised the Iroquois Confederacy included the Seneca, Cayuga, Onondaga, Oneida, and Mohawk. The Tuscarora, who came north from Carolina, formally joined in 1722. 34 Membership in the earliest confederacy most likely involved agreement among tribes to suppress blood feuds and cease raiding. The five tribes probably joined late in the 16 th century. 35 In late prehistoric times, land used by the five Iroquois tribes stretched across upper New York State as far as the Mohawk River Valley. Tribal clusters of settlements were separated from one another by extensive tracts of hunting and fishing territory; higher inland regions were uninhabited and used for hunting. 36 Towns were usually moved every 10 to 20 years to new locations short distances away. 37 Relocation was dictated by exhaustion of soil, diminishment of the firewood supply, and environment problems associated with occupational clutter. 38 As the most eastern member of the confederacy, the Mohawks were the nearest to the Hudson River. Their various roles when colonists met them were "Keepers of the Eastern Door," "Elder Brothers," and "People of the Flint". 39 Ruttenber, 1872, pp. 93-97, 218-222, 377-381. 44 An interesting account of the linguistic challenges facing Hudson and the Native Americans he contacted is recounted in Lois M. Feister, 1973, "Linguistic Guldenzopf, 1986 , The Colonial Transformation of Mohawk Iroquois Society, State University of New York at Albany: PhD Thesis, pp. 14-25. 47 Snow, 1994, pp. 79-80, 90 . However, it should be noted that recent research suggests earlier MohawkDutch trade contacts. For this, refer to Wayne Lenig, 1999 Reduced and scattered after their defeat, the Mohawks were incorporated into other Indian nations. Coocoochee and her family lived during this critical period for all eastern North American Indian people. This period spanned the French and Indian 57 Ruttenber, 1872, discusses these negotiations between the Iroquois and Delaware at some length; pp. [64] [65] [66] [67] [68] [69] [70] . 58 Weslager, 1972, pp. 103, 179-182 . 59 Snow, 1994, pp. 94-100; Richter, 1992, pp. 58-60; and Dean R. Snow and Kim M. Lanphear, 1988 Carse, 1943. pressures. 71 By 1778 when fortifications at the USMA were built, perhaps the only remnants of the Mohicans and Munsee-speaking River Tribes remaining in the area were single families, or members of a religious denomination or descendants intermarried with early colonial settlers. 72 Most were living in pauperized conditions. 73 
Federally Recognized Tribes
The USMA will initiate consultations with the following Federally recognized tribes: 
Consultation Protocol
The USMA will develop Memorandums of Agreement/Understanding with each individual nation, and specific consultation processes will be developed for each nation. The following is intended as a general consultation protocol and will serve as a starting point for developing focused consultation processes for each nation. 75 Fixico, 2003, p 4. 76 Fixico, 2003, p 5 . 77 Fixico, 2003, p 5 . Circular thinking in a linear world -taking into account the environment, relationships, metaphysical. "Indian thinking" is "seeing" things from a perspective emphasizing that circles and cycles are central to the world and that all things are related within the universe. Indian people see things from the perspective "that involves human beings, animals, plants, the natural environment, and the metaphysical world of visions and dreams and spirits." 78 "The circular approach assures that everyone understands and that all is considered, thereby increasing the chance for harmony and balance in the community and with everything else." 79 Sometimes you are not supposed to ask why. "Sometimes the problem is unsolvable and that is part of accepting the Natural Order of things." 80 The primary focus of creation stories of many tribes placed human beings as among the last creatures who were created and as the youngest of the living families.
"We were given the ability to do many things, but not specific wisdom about the world. So our job was to learn from other, older beings and to pattern ourselves after their behavior. We were to gather knowledge, not dispense it." 81 "Indian knowledge is designed to make statements that adequately describe the experience or phenomenon. That is to say, they include everything that is known about the experience even if no firm conclusions are reached … It is permissible within the Indian context to admit that something mysterious remains after all is said and done." 82 "The universe is alive. The Universe is personal and therefore, must be approached in a personal manner." 83 "American Indians have a long history of rejecting abstract theologies and metaphysical systems in place of experiential systems properly called 78 Fixico, 2003, p 2. 79 Fixico, 2003, p 16 . 80 Fixico, 2003, p 17. 81 Vine Deloria, Jr., and Dan Wildcat, 2001 , Power and Place: Indian Education in America. Fulcrum Resources: Colorado, p 60. 82 Deloria and Wildcat, 2001, p 127 . 83 Deloria and Wildcat, 2001, p 23. indigenous -indigenous in the sense that people historically and culturally connected to places can and do draw on power locate din those places. Stated simply, indigenous means 'to be of a place. '" 84 A respect for the spiritual nature of Native Americans is essential in any consultation with Native people. "Today the irreconcilable conflict between meaning/values and knowledge/facts in Western metaphysics is obvious. This is clearly demonstrated in the inability of Western legal institutions to grasp American Indian and Alaska Native claims that some places on the planet possess a degree of sacredness that precludes treatment as real estate, private property, or public lands." 85 "The incredible gulf between Western and indigenous metaphysics is best summed up as follows: in the Western context metaphysics became a study for philosophers; in indigenous communities metaphysics would be understood as the basis for living wellattentively, respectfully, and responsibly -in this world." 86 84 Deloria and Wildcat, 2001, p 31 . 85 Deloria and Wildcat, 2001, p 48. 86 Deloria and Wildcat, 2001, p 52. 
